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Abstract

This paper is based on the “When Buddha Meets the Gods” event of 2018. It
proposes that this annual interreligious event has demonstrated to the world two
significant features. The Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum is transformed into “a
sacred space filled with joy” and “a space of mutual respect and equality,” while
promoting interaction and exchange among various religions and thousands of gods.
This paper carefully examines the successful conversion of the Buddha Museum
into these two aforementioned spaces and is due to Venerable Master Hsing Yun,
the founder of Fo Guang Shan. Venerable Master’s character of being “optimistic,”
his philosophy of “giving” and “equality, wisdom, and respect,” all constitute an
excellent model for a religious leader in this world. The Venerable Master openly
embraces all the gods in theory and practice. This is a demonstration of realizing
and putting into practice the teachings of the Buddhist texts. Furthermore, it can
be considered a modern annotation of how an awakened mind can “turn” (apply)
the [teachings of] the Lotus Sutra, as advocated by Huineng, the Sixth Patriarch of
Chan School.

Keywords: optimism, equality, respect, demonstration, realization
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